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study our Nation’s history and strive to maintain the t moral and
spiritual heritage that inspired our Founders’ vision for America. In-
deed, good citizenship goes hand in hand with traditional values of
faith and devotion to family, honesty and hard work, personal respon-
sibility, and respect and concern for others. We also fulfill our obliga-
tions as a free people when we take advantage of our many opportuni-
ties to participate in the democratic process, including the consistent
and prudent exercise of our right to vote.

In commemoration of the signing of our Constitution and in recogni-
tion of the importance of informed, responsible citizenship in our sys-
tem of self-government, the Congress, by joint resolution of February
29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 153), designated September 17 as “Citizenship
Day.” Also, by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 159), the
Congress designated the week beginning September 17 and ending Sep-
tember 23 of each year as “Constitution Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 1992, as Citizenship
Day and call for the display of the flag of the United States on all gov-
ernment buildings on that day. I also proclaim the week of September
17 through September 23, 1992, as Constitution Week and urge all
Americans to join in observing these occasions with appropriate pro-
grams and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and seventeenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6474 of September 16, 1992
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 1992

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we Americans celebrate the collapse of imperial communism and
the expansion of democracy around the world, we are especially grate-
ful to the courageous United States military personnel who defended
the cause of freedom in war. Yet, while we welcome improved pros-
pects for international cooperation and peace, we also remember our
fellow Americans who continue to suffer the uncertainties of wartime:
the families of American service members and civilians who are still
listed as missing and for whom the fullest possible accounting has not
yet been made.

As a sign of our Nation's commitment to obtaining the answers that
these families seek, on September 18, 1992, the flag of the National
League of POW/MIA Families will be flown over the White House, the
U.S. Departments of State, Defense, and Veterans Affairs, the Selective
Service System headquarters, and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
This black and white emblem will continue to symbolize America’s
clear, unequivocal resolve to keep faith with those who so faithfully
served and defended us.
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Through the eyewitness testimony of former American prisoners of
war, we know that many were subjected to extreme deprivation and
torture, in violation of fundamental standards of morality and in stark
contravention of international agreements governing treatment of war
prisoners. Their experiences have not only underscored our debt to
those who risked their lives and liberty for our sake but also strength-
ened our resolve to secure the return of any Americans who may still
be held against their will. Doing so remains a matter of highest na-
tional priority, as do our efforts to obtain the fullest possible account-
ing for the missing and the repatriation of all recoverable remains of
those who died as a result of their service to our Nation. On this occa-
sion, we renew our pledge to obtain the answers that the families of
these Americans deserve, in order that they may gain the peace of cer-
tainty and share more fully in the celebration of freedom’s expansion
around the globe.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim September 18, 1992, as National POW/
MIA Recognition Day. I urge all Americans to join in honoring former
American POWs as well as those service members and civilians who
are still missing and unaccounted for as a result of serving our Nation.
I also encourage all Americans to join in saluting the families of these
individuals for their dedication to the truth and for their perseverance
in seeking answers. Finally, I call on State and local government offi-
cials, as well as private organizations, to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and seventeenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6475 of September 23, 1992
Gold Star Mother’s Day, 1992

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Now that Marxist-Leninist regimes around the world have crumbled,
now that dictators from Baghdad to Havana have found themselves iso-
lated in a world that is growing freer by the day, one of the greatest
risks we face as a Nation is that of forgetfulness. While we rightly cele-
brate improved prospects for international cooperation and peace, we
must not forget that the preservation of freedom requires eternal vigi-
lance and resolve. Only by remembering the lessons of the past can we
ensure our liberty and security in the future; only by honoring the
memory of those who fought and died for our country can we fully ap-
preciate our way of life. One group of Americans who will never forget
the price that has been paid for our freedom is the Gold Star Mothers,
women whose sons and daughters have died in service to our country.

There is little that we can offer in consolation to America’s Gold Star
Mothers. Yet, while it is beyond our earthly power to alleviate their
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